SPORTS 


Dwight Howard’s 
shooting among 
issues Hornets 
must fix scott Fowler, 1B 


FOUNDED 1886 
VOLUME 148, No. 301 


FACEBOOK.COM/THECHARLOTTEOBSERVER 
TWITTER.COM/THEOBSERVER 


READ BY 1 MILLION+ 
IN PRINT AND ONLINE 


LOCAL 


This Davidson 
yard has become 
a horror show 
for neighbors 4a 
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Ask the loser of a coin flip 
about why you should vote 


BY JIM MORRILL 
jmorrill@charlotteobserver.com 


It was a flip of the coin that 
cost Sparta town council mem- 
ber Agnes Joines her seat. 

In the Sampson County town 
of Garland, it was a purple pen 
that broke a tie and sent Judy 
Smith to victory. 


And in Cornelius, it was a 
name plucked from a hat that 
decided the election that would 
send Thom Tillis on his way to 
Raleigh and eventually, Wash- 
ington. 

Those are among dozens of 
local elections decided, if not by 
the luck of the draw, by a rela- 
tively few votes in North Car- 
olina. 


They underscore the impor- 
tance of every vote in what are 
expected to be low turnout elec- 
tions next month in Charlotte 
and other municipalities in 
Mecklenburg County and 
around the state. Mecklenburg 
voters also will decide on school 
board members and a $922 
million bond issue. 

In Mecklenburg, early voting 


continues Saturday with the 
opening of 16 additional sites 
around the county. They’re 
open from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Even with early voting, turn- 
out in the general election is 
expected to be modest. Meck- 
lenburg elections director Mi- 
chael Dickerson predicts 17 
percent of the county’s 705,000 
voters. 


Early voting starts Saturday at 17 
Mecklenburg County sites. 18A 


Even at 17 percent, turnout 
would be about double that for 
the city primary, where less than 
8 percent of voters went to the 
polls. The lower the turnout the 
more important each vote. 

Republican John Powell 
knows that. 

He’s running again for an 
at-large seat on the Charlotte 
City Council. In 2015, he lost by 
248 votes. That’s a little more 
than one vote per precinct. 

“Let’s say I went to vote and 


SEE VOTING, 18A 


BUSINESS 


NEW WELLS 
FARGO SCRUTINY 


Federal prosecutors in 
San Francisco are 
investigating 
foreign-exchange trading 
at Wells Fargo. 6A 


LOCAL 


GROUP URGES 
PARENTS TO ACT 


A Raleigh group, N.C. 
Values Coalition, claims 
CMS is teaching children 
to accept homosexual and 
transgender lifestyles. 4A 


LOCAL 


ONLINE PORN 
INVESTIGATION 


A UNC Charlotte 
professor is charged with 
sexually exploiting a 
minor in connection with 
an online exchange. 4A 


DIEDRA LAIRD dlaird@charlotteobserver.com 


Sealed Air and CEO Jerome Peribere landed at No. 397 on the Fortune 500, but likely won't stay there after spinning off a third of the 
company. From left are Mecklenburg County Commissioner Ella Scarborough, Charlotte Mayor Jennifer Roberts and Gov. Roy Cooper. 


Charlotte has about half the 
Fortune 500s of a decade ago 


HOMETOWN FORTUNE 500 COMPANIES 


Here's the six Fortune 500 companies with 


headquarters in the Charl 
revenue in billions of dollars, 
Sealed Air is likel 


list. 


otte area, 


selling off one-third of the company. 


Bank of America (2 dkkIi:) 


Duke Energy (121) PÆN 
Nucor (169) TEL 2 


Sonic Automotive 
(287) 


Sealed Air (397) 


with the 
according to 
y to drop off next 


BY KATHERINE PERALTA 
AND RICK ROTHACKER 


kperalta@charlotteobserver.com 


When Charlotte surpassed 
San Francisco in 2004 in the 
number of Fortune 500s it had, 
city promoters lauded the 
benchmark as not only an excit- 
ing talking point but a major 
boost for Charlotte’s corporate 
image. 

“Tt tells me we’re on a roll,” 
said Tony Crumbley, then the 
Charlotte Chamber’s vice presi- 
dent of research, in a 2004 
interview with the Observer. 
The city counted seven Fortune 
500 companies, one more than 
San Francisco. “Looking at the 
future of the city, you’re look- 
ing at a trend for (Charlotte) to 
see more national headquarters 
move here.” 

By 2007, Charlotte reached 


its peak of nine Fortune 500 
companies. But now, it looks 
like the region may be down to 
five. 

The reduction has been 
caused almost entirely by merg- 
ers and acquisitions (such as 
United Technologies Corp.’s 
2011 acquisition of Goodrich), 
spinoffs (SPX spun off the SPX 
Flow business in 2015) and 
“marginal movement of compa- 
ny revenues,” the Charlotte 
Chamber said. 

The latest change involves 
Sealed Air. The Bubble Wrap 
maker, whose move to Char- 
lotte from New Jersey in 2014 
marked the largest corporate 
headquarters relocation in the 
city’s history, spun off one-third 
of the company this year. Based 
on the company’s 2016 revenue 
without its spun-off Diversey 
unit, Sealed Air would not have 
made the Fortune 500 list, a 
spokesman said. 

Companies on the maga- 
zine’s 2017 list had at least $5.1 
billion in revenue. At No. 397 
on the list, Sealed Air had 


SEE FORTUNE 500, 2A 
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Exhibition organized and circulated by Televisa Foundation, 


DEVELAR 
Y DETONAR 


CONTEMPORARY MEXICAN PHOTOGRAPHY 


28 OCTOBER 2017 - 17 JUNE 2018 


Develar y Detonar (Reveal and Detonate) features the powerful, thought- 
provoking work of more than 40 of Mexico’s leading photographers. 


Mint Museum Uptown at Levine Center for the Arts, 500 South Tryon Street 
MintMuseum.org | #TheMintMuseum | #DetonarCLT | #DetonateCLT 


Hydra Photography, and Centro de la Imagen. It is presented to 
the Charlotte community with support from Bank of America. 
This exhibition is part of In Focus/Enfoque. As a major supporter 
of arts and culture across the region, Bank of America led the 
planning, collaboration, and funding of /n Focus/Enfoque. The 
Arts & Science Council is supporting collaborative community 
engagement and programming efforts. 

Baldomero Robles. Untitled, from the series: Loö Litz Beé, 
2011-2015, inkjet print. 
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